Robert S. Coe - 364 St’@nﬁnit Street - Manchester, Corio;;06040

: ) ﬁune lO,J.
',:,';Bob Enswopth e
1186 Trout Brook DPIVS ‘
West_HarLford Conna. 06119,

.Dear Bob

: Enc]osed are the Jay Ra
sheet. Really hunted for the negatives, .
but not the ones that these prints were made fpom, nor any other‘day
Ray negatives, only WTIC photos*an geperel, of the 1930~so Must have

glven these negativeb o Jays

. of ‘the Guy Hed;und players on WTIC

'oup that Morency commissioned Guy to :
he early'SO‘s .after he - (Morency) returned
roadca terst ociatlon .of: which he

o Jay and FannLe were membex
back in the 1930-s, a dramatic”
organize for broadcasts back im
from a West Coast moetlng of tF
-~ wag then .one of the kingpins. H

'Guy, made one big mistake, which®
he ‘always took the lead part,
not:-he fitted the. part. Instea
t;ng operations ‘he "hammed

: The fiPst presentatlon or tw ,_Guy dld a real hammy‘
1ead1ng man, and the New York critics 31mply tore him apartgin;th_
reviews etc., ‘and: Morenoy flna1]y~realioed that what his’ staffihad:
gently’ hintlng for:lo 't ¥ rg, wWas a reality,. and fir
fshovtly afterward'/bub prlor to t £ time, Morency was’ dlctato

: Jay Ray was active in Hartfo
appeared at the Palace Theatre_oft n,
I saw Jay and ‘Fannie ;onc _ﬁh ~tl
‘a reallold fashioned MMel

‘ L Jay was very‘much 11ked by all of the WTIC staff
'“,ithat he should have been the director<of>the WTIL Playeroo

£ WTIC broadcastgl c:tals regularly, from the. studio)oi th
Organ Company; | on: Woo land Street, ;in: ‘Hartford, where these plctures ‘of
Jay were taken. Ther was a full- fledged thres manual (32 stops) pipe
organ: installed | the factory studlo,éprlmarlly for de tr tlon Q
- the Austin product to visiting organ‘_ommitteee fro L1

eta.,:commlqsioned w1th ‘the purcha “apipe’ organ




' had.,

'pictt es, was Walter Law;ey, who was organist &t the’Polf

ffplaye ‘broadcasts from this Austin Demonstration btud1o. One was

Vo

EIn additlon to this plpe organ belng a domonetrabor it was also: riggé
.:for making paper rolls of a performance, this machine belné in a room’
across' the hall, and wired to the organ console. The organist 31mp1y '
‘played the 1nstrument in the regular way, and everything he played was

Enclosed is a unapshot I took of the studzo organ, w11h the VTIC
microphone in position, and the "remote" amplifier, which I. operated
on.a table in the right side of the picture. In uhose days of Pemotes

WTIC always did the job correctly, with two lines between studlo and
remote point, one for the broadcast materlal and the other: for a° g ‘
private communicatlons system, for cues etc. (Note the prlvate tel phone i
sitting on. top:of the control box). If the broadcast line failed, AL
'Standlng order, to swap lines, and use the telephone line(io
a. prlvate switthboard in control room downtown) fer the remalnder of theaj
broadCdst. They don't do thlngs this way nowaoays. i

in Hartford (nmow gone) (Mr Dawley is also deceased).- Many’ guest organi t

Esthe"NelSon (deceased). ‘

The plpes show1ng in the pilcture were only oummys' the real works'of:the
organ,iiwith it's hundreds of pipés, being in back of these sound outlets’
fitted:'with the ornamental pipes, Ihe organ was divided 1nto two
chambers both under expressiocn. (The expression pedals, ~and pedals for
playlng rhe bass notes, do not show in this photo, as the organ bench’
was in the way :

punched 'into a wide paper roll, including stop changeo, expressioniete.
roly was then available for making copies;: ’-it uldfo he’
be play d"baclk” on ‘any "Austin organ fitted with a player mechanism, of

coples

"which thefe were a’ few in private residences. The studio demonstrator'

was-alsotfitted with a player, in back of the music rack.(Note. the .
small doors on . the rack). 1hose_r0113 when they played the organ, were
an absolqte dupllcafe of the original performance by the‘opganist .

This studi 'organ 1s long gone, being dismantled when, the old. ,CC
1iquidated ©and before the newer generation of Austins Lool«::oV‘>
re- estabWishea the business. The present Auetln uompany‘lq dOLng?__
and are bhe ]eadlng builder uf pipe organs in the COhanyo You might, ba"
that they are the "Steinways" of the pipe ovgan builders, Genu1ne1p1oe ;
organs, cugtom built, are still in great demand, ln »01te of "the 'sctronic

product now on the mapketo

Austin bﬂJlt a4 pilpe op&an for Aetna's audwtorlum on’ Far_ o'y
around 193 and Jf is sGill in operatln cundltlon, being oarod for
by the Conne CtlbUb Valley Association of a group of pipe organ bUffn,
who keep 1it:in good condition. It is equipved with a playep mecnanism,

the last orl,LnaJ installation remaining. (Thers are other Austin players
hooked onto’ prlvate P051oence pﬁpe organs, at later dates, but not .installed
by Austin). P G BEEERTE e bR

Next time yoﬁ;are over and havo a },ttle time‘ wiil}play you some rolls
made by a friend of mine (organjht) bsck in, 193, which wers: played S
recentlJ iorime on_the_Aetu& organ, mh1oh I taped while llsven1n :

' : e Sincerely,
/Udm Lite ate e rwics e 70/%/@ e ; Loy
;/da MNAVE  [IAICHED bere7dh THEM, Ipaww BE ﬁ{ff)/afl 2

1 TERESTEY I TEEINE onE IF yda/{ CApIELS ¢ F
/ Y oAy /7/( ?’L/iC




Pictures of Jay Ray
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