HERMAN D. TAYLOR
1900 - 1965

We are saddened by the death of Herman D. Taylor, a
cherished friend and colleague, who served our Company
longer than any other man. His devotion to his family
and to his profession should serve as an inspiration to
everyone who knew him and his loss will be deeply felt

by all of us.
=y
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MIKE AWARD PRESENTATION IN NEW YORK,
STAFF PARTY HERE TO MARK 40TH BIRTHDAY

The fortieth birthday of WTIC will be ceiebrated
in New Yerk and Hartferd during the week of Feb. 7.

6n Monday, Feb. 8, the station will receive the
Breadcasters' Feundatien Mike Award, ene of the
industry's highest heners, at the annual Breadcast
Pieneers' banquet in New Yerk City.

A cecktail party and buffet will be held for
members of the staff, their husbards, wives or guests
will be held en Wednesday, Feb. 10, frem 6:30 te 8:30
p.m. In erder te anticiapte the nunber attending the
party, the ceupen en Page 3 sheuld: be filled out and
returned te Mr. Morency by Tuesday, Feb. 2.

The Breadcasters' Feundatien Beard ef Directers
anneunced on Jan. 11 that lec ene of Ameérica's
dlstlngU|shed ploneer statiens,' had been selected fer
the 1965 Mike Award in hener of WTIC's '"dedicatien te
quality, integrity and respensibility in pregramming
and management . "'

The Mike Award has previeusly been presented te
only feur ether statiens: KDKA, Pittsburgh; WLW,
Cincinnati; WGN, Chicage, and WSB, Atlanta. It will
be presented te President Morency by Clair McCelleugh,
Breadcasters' Foundatien president.

Many ef the mest preminent persens in the bread-
casting industry, a number of present and fermer WTIC
staff members and advertising, newspaper and. trade
magazine officials will attend the banquet at the
Hetel Pierre. Entertainment will be provided by Miss
Gianna D'Angele of Bristol, Cennecticut and the Metre-
pelitan fpera and a perfermance of the third and
feurth mevements of '"The Breadcaster'' cenducted by
composer Robert Maxwell, the fameus cempeser and
harpist whe was cemmissioned by the Company te compese
the symphenic suite fer the dedicatien of Breadcast
House in 1961, Meshe Paranev ef Hartferd, whe' cen-
ducted WTIC's cencert erchestra in the 1930s, will
coenduct the erchestra accempanying Miss D'Angele.

Geverner John N. Dempsey will represent the
State and E. William Henry, chairman of the Federal
Communlcatlons Commissien, wlll be among the speakers.

Film of the presentatien of the “golden" micre-
phene will be ene of the features ef the staff party
on Feb., 10,
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DECORATED BASEMENT TO BE LOCALE
OF L4OTH ANNIVERSARY PARTY FEB, 10

" The basement of Breadcast Heuse
will beceme a 192¢ restaurant for an
evening on Feb. 10 when the staff ef
WTIC TV-AM-FM celebrates the fertieth
birthday ef WTIC at a cecktail party
and buffet. '

Husbands and wives of staff
members will alse attend the party
and unmarried staff members may bring
a guest if they wish.

Jim Glenn and Jehn Lanzieri
have werked feor several weeks te preo-
vide authentic atmesphére fer the
party. They have been and will be
assisted by a deceratioens committee
compesed of Gene Muriaty, Paul Abert,
Chuck Marshall and Eileen Berube.
Entertainment is in the hands ef
George Bowe, Eileen G'Leary, Al
Jacksen, Fred Wade, Hareld Derschug
and Ress Miller. Beb Tyrel is
general party chairman,

Music fer the party will be pre-
vided by a feur-piece combo led by
Morris Landerman , p!aynng the hits
of the '20s, '365, '4os, '50s and
'60s. Fred Wade, popular young male
vecalist with the Merry Madcaps, will
be the special guest star.

A Charleston centest has been
planned and appropriate fertieth
birthday prizes wlll be given te the
best dancers.

There will be several surprizes
in the ceurse of the evening, which
will be concluded with the werld
premiere of the celer film on’
Constitutien Plaza, preduced by

Bowe, directed by Dick Huntley and
phetegraphed by Beb Dwyer



NEW HAVEN PROVIDES ADDED
DRAMA FOR WTIC-TV CREW

The New Haven Railread previded
some added drama when Paul Abert,
Dick Heinze and Bill Mill rede a
commuter train eut of Stamferd in
mid-January fer a '"Cennecticut-What's
Ahead?' pregram on the hankrupt line's
commuter preblems,

The train breke dewn.

It breke dewn while Mill was in-
terviewing cemmuters and he and his
WTIC=-TV celleagues had te transfer te
anether train aleng with the angry
commuters,

The result was some excellent
material fer the program, plus seme
comnuter comments that ceuldn't’ be
used on thc air,

LT. ELLSWORTH ENDS
ACTIVE RESERVE DUTY

First Lt., Beb Ellswerth has
completed his active Army Reserve
duty and has gene en inactive status,

The officers and nen-cemmissiened
officers of the 43rd Divisien's Head-
quarters, which he served as public
infermatien officer, gave him a
testimonial dinner in hener eof his
retirement frem active duty,

The dinner, at the State Armery .
officers' club, included r:Larks by
Tom Eaten, whe neted Ellswerth's
centributiens to radie and TV cever-
age of Army training, and the pre~
sentation of twe trephies--ene a
Kerean War infantryman's beot,
sprayed in gold,
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BIG MONTH FOR
LITTLE GIRLS

The ﬂirry Parcells, the Weedy Sleans, the Ress
Millers and the Dave Wilkinsens became parents ef
girls this menth,

Laurelyn Christine was the first te arrive--en
Jan. 12--te Harry and Jean Parcell, She's their first
daughter, secend child. ‘ ‘

Jan. 22 was a busy day. Weedy and Cathy Slean
became parents of Rebin in the merning and Ress and
Ictty Miller's daughter Paula arrived in the afterneen,
The Slean family new censists of feur children-=twe
of each and Paula is the fifth Miller child and their
third daughter,

Julle Wilkinsen, the secend daughter and secend
child of Dave and Jane Wilkinsen, was censiderate
eneugh te arrive just befere deadllne for this m.nth'
TIC TOC en Jan., 27,

?lease complete this ceupen and send it te Mr. Merency
by Tuesday, February 2. (Check one)

DcaE'Mr. Merency:

h‘::y | will be able to attend the 40th ann;versary
party en Wednesday, Feb, 10,

Z:::7 | will be werking, but | will be able te
join the ether staff members for the buffet en
Wedncsday, Feb 10

1 regret that | will be unable te attend
;he,unnivqrsary party.

My juest will be

SMITH SELECTING MUSIC FOR THEATRE

The Newly remodeled Central
Theatre in West Hartfeord is present-
ing a musical prelegue, selected by -
Robert E. Smith, befere. each feature'

', Screen credit fer the music,
selected frem the Smith céllectien,
is given befere each perfermance,

INVITED TO |NAUGURATION

Mr. and Mrs, Fred Edwards were invited te atfend
the inauguration of President Lynden B. Jehnsen and
Vice President Hubert H; Humphrey.

The invitatien was made because of Fred's pasition
as chairman ef the State Industry Advnsery Commi ttee
for the emergency breadcast system.

Dept. of anti-climax: They didn't go.
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WTIC: Four Decades of Informin .
Entertaining and Serving the People

It was en February 10, 1925 that Walter G, Cewles, a vice president of the
Travelers insurance Cempany, signed en the Travelers 500-watt statien fer the first
time and intreduced a service which, he premised, weuld be representative and werthy
of the cempany whese name it bears. An unusual radie pieneer, Mr. Cewles was alse
respensible fer many innevatiens in the insurance field, including the writing of the
first automebile and aviatien pelicies, He saw radie as a nevel means of premoting
geed will ameng prespective pelicyhelders,

The first breadcast included a talk by Mr. Cowies, selections by a centralte and
a quartette inperted frem New Yerk fer the eccasien and the station's first remste
pickup--dance music frem a dewntewn hetel. The station had aliready assembled a "mebile
unit," consnstlng of a truck upen which ampilfynng equipment had been meunted. It was
parked in an alley on the dining reem side of the hetel te pick up the music en a wire
frem the dining reem.

Histeric breadcasts were nearly the rule during the statien's first menths en
the air. One of the first, en March 4, 1925; was the inauguratien ef Calvin Ceslidge.
WTIC jeined the first ceast-to-ceast netwerk te carry the inauguratien of the fermer
Massachusetts geverner te his fellew New Englanders. A few weeks later, the statien
attracted natienwide attentien with anether pregram frem Washingten when it presented
exclusive comments by Celenel Billy Mitchell, whe was awaiting ceurt martial fer
criticizing his superiers’ lack of interest in military aviatien,

MANY FIRSTS IN 1920s

The 1920s was alse the decade of the werid's first breadcast frem a moving
aircraft, the first music appreciatien pregrams fer scheel children, the first quiz
program and the first breadcast of America’s oldest intercellegiate sports event,
the Harvard-Yale Regatta--all en WTiC., By 1929, the station's power was increased teo
50,008 watts and WTIC was reaching a weridwide gudience,

) in that year, twe yeoung men whe were to make majer centributiens te WTIC’s

grewth and develepment, were emplioyed by what was then knewn as The Travelers Breadcast-
ing Service Cerperatien. Paul W, Merency, then manager of field service for the
fledgling Natienal Asseciatien eof Breadcasters, was named statien manager, and

Leenard J. Patricelli, a 1929 graduate of Wesleyan University, became the station’s--
and New England’s~~first centinuity writer, Teday, Mr, Merency is president ef
Breadcast-Plaza, Inc. and Mr, Patricelli is vice president and general manager of

WTIC TV-AM-FM,

DECADE’ GF DIiSASTER

The Thirties was a decade of disaster in New Engiand--the 1936 fleed and the
1938 hurricane left theusands hemeless and destreyed milliens of detlars in preperty,
[t was durlng these emergencues that WTIC became the statien seuthern New England knew
it ceuld turn te in time of crisis. Drepping all ether pregramming, WTiC deveted full
time te presenting a true picture of cenditiens in the disaster=stricken regien, This
type of progranmlng was te be repeated in many emergencies, including the tragic Hartferd
circus flre in 1944 and the great 1955 hurrlcane and fleed.

(Centinued en Page 5.)



. en February 5, 1940,

A few years later,

s

WTIC: FOUR DECADES

(Continuéd'fron-Pajc 4,)

The Thirties was alse a memorable decade fer
entertainment. Ed Begley, Leuis Nye, ‘Michael 0'Shea,
Gertrude Warner, and Geerge Petrie were members of the
station's acting cempany., Rebert Maxwell, the cem-
peser of 'Shangri-La'" and the werld's greatest jazz
harpist, was a member of the studie erchestra, and
Nerm Cleutier's "Merry Madcaps'' were en NBC at neen
five days a week., :

This menth alse marks the twenty-fifth anniver-
sary of WTIC-FM, ene of the natien's pieneer FM
stations, which went en the air fer the first time
The decade of World War ||
breught new challenges te WTIC and te the industry,
but the Fertjes alse saw radie and WTIC perferm
services never anticipated until war inspired new
challenges and innevatiens,

Early 1942, the darkest peried of Werld War i1,
was the time chesen by WTIC te inaugurate ''Yale
Interprets the News,' a series of weekly breadcasts
designed te bring seme light inte a werld darkened by
the ferces of tetalitarianism. Preduced in coeperatior
with Yale University, the series recently marked its
twenty-third year en the air. New knewn as '"Yale
Reperts,’ the series is as Tively and stimulating

teday as it was mere than twe decades age. In 1964,

a ''Yale Reports'' pregram en the defense of unpopular
causes received the American Bar Asseciatien's
Certificate of Merit fer "a distinguished centributien
te public understanding and appreciatien of the
American system of law and justice.'

WAR AGAINST PeL1o

WTIC was invelved in anether war in the 19485~~
tha war against pelie. With The Hartferd Ceurant,
WTIC inaugurated the "Mile 0'Dimes,' which raised mere
than. $1 millien fer the successful war against pelie.
the statien inaugurated anether
unusual proJect--the WTIC Farm Yeuth Pregram, which
has previded mere than $140, 080 in interest-free leans
te nearly 908 beys and girls fer the purchase of dairy
calves,

"Mind Yeur Manners" with Allen Ludden was the big
pregram of the 19568s en WTiC--and later en NBC as’ well.
The pregram, winner of ning majer awards, tncludlng a
Peabedy Awarg alse inspired the statien's campaign fer
a law that u.uld previde leng prisen terms fer these whe
sell narcetics te miners, The law was passed by the 1951
State Legislature, ’ -

(Centinued on Page 6.)
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HERMAN D, TAYLOR, SENIOR STAFF
MEMBER, DIED JAN, 15 AT AGE 64

Herman P. Tayler, chief
engineer and the senier member of the
staff in years of service, died Jan,
15 at St, Francis Hespital in Hart-
ferd after a brief illness. He was’

64,

Mr. Tayler was ene of the first
twe persens empléyed by the Travelers
Insurance Ce, in 1924 te plan the
statien that went en the air as WTIC
in February 1925. He helped design
the first studies and transmitter
circuits and was at the centrels fer
the first breadcast on Feb, 10, 1925,
Many staff members have expressed
regret that he did net live te jeoin
in the ebservance of the statien's
fertieth anniversary, fer he was
extremely préud of WTIC and its
recerd.

He was bern in Kaunas, Lithuania
and lived in Leeds, England frem
1901 te 1986 when his family came te
the United States and settled in
Hartferd.

A true radie pieneer, he became
interested in the '"wireless' as a
child, He studied radie at
Hartferd's Hillyer Institute and

. received his first commercial license
‘shertly after the U.S, entered Werld

War | in 1917,

After trying te become a Navy
radie eperater and being rejected
because of his ysuth, Mr. Tayler
jeined the Marceni Wireless Tele-
graph Ce. and served as a radie
eperater en nerchant ships that
cressed the Atlantic with war supp-
lies.

After the war, he was an RCA
radie eperater and an engineer and
anneuncer ip Philadelphia befere
jeoining WTIC,

He was a member @f the Veteran
Wireless Operaters Asspn. and a reg-
istered prefessional engineer in
Cennecticut. Fer many years, he was
secretary of the Platerer Verein
Seciety,

He and Mrs, Taylor lived in West
Hartferd, . .



WTiC: FOUR DECADES

(Continued frem Page 5.)
TV Service

The Fifties saw the successful
cenclusien of a leng strugglie by
WTiC te previde television service
te its listeners, WTIC~TV went en
the air in September 1957 and became
an affiliate of the CBS Televisien
Netwerk in 1958, ' '

The Sixties ‘have been years ef
change. in November 1961, WTiC TV-
AM-FM meved frem cramped quarters in
ene of the Travelers Insurance
Company buildings te Breadcast Heuse,
a handseme, medern feur-stery build-
ing and the first te be compieted en
Constitutien Plaza, the Travelers~
financed urban renewal preject which
transfermed a slum inte ene ef the
mest widely acclaimed redevelepment
prejects in the natien.

in June of 1964, Constitutien
Plaza, Inc. and the Travelers Bread-
casting Service Corp., were merged te
form Breadcast-Plaza, inc. with Paul
W. Merency as president. '

And 1965, the anniversary year
fer WTIC Radie, began auspicieusly
with the anneuncement ef the selec-
tien of WTIC as the recipient of the
Breadcast Pieneers Mike Award,
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GUY HEDLUND, WTIC PLAYHOUSE
DIRECTOR, KILLED IN ACCIDENT

Guy Hedlund, directer/ef the WTIC Playheuse for
several years, died in early January ef injuries re-
ceived when run dewn by a hit-and-run driver in Culver
City, Califernia.

Hedlund, 80, was a native ef New Lenden and had a
career in the theatre, radie, televisien and metien
pictures that spanned mere than 50 years. At the time
of his death, he was still cenducting acting classes
in Califernia.

Among these attending his funeral in Culver City
was Ed Begley, ene of the members of the Hedlund treupe
on WTIC in the 1930s,

STORY OF DAMAGED, CIRCLING PLANE
T6LD FIRST ON WTIC, THANKS TO TIP

When a Mehawk Airlines plane had te circle Bradley
Field for abeut twe heurs recently because ef landing
gear difficulties, WIiC News was there first.

Dick Heinze was responsible feor the speedy re-
perting. He was werking at Breadcast House when a
friend, whe had heard the pilet en his radie, calied
him, Heinze netified the newsroem and a call te the
airpert manager resulted in quick cenfirmatien of
treuble frem the surprised manager, whe didn't think
the news media were yet aware of the preblem,

Heinze arrived at the field first and cailed in
early reperts. Reperter Stan Simen was en hand by
the time the piane made a safe landing and his repert
frem the field was in time fer the 6 p.m. radie news.

JOE LORRAIN DID iT.....

in the December TiC TOC, it was
neted that the staff Christmas party
was a great success, 'thanks te
Chairman Jee Levine,,..”

~ Joe Levine is the guiding
genius behind Embassy Pictures
and a great showman, Jee Lerrain
is the man whe staged a party werthy
of a Joe Levine,




